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to observe these rules, which are necessary to protect the 
integrity of the official records. 
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astern Conference of Setional Park Concessioners held Qece 3-4, Yashington, 
De Seo, Superintendent Kogers attending . ... + eee se ee ee 


ensfers or Promotions - Zarrows, ibert, ‘esleh, Pierson . . 1 26 ee ew ee 
nn al Convention of Montana Wildlife federation attended by Park officials. 
esident Travan proclaims end of hostilities, World “ar Il. .....e.s.e.e 


easonal Ranger-Neturalist ‘icMillan recommended for appcintment as 
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January 7, 15476 
BENORARDUM for the Director. 


Following is the report of activities for Yellowstone Hational fark during 
the month of December 1946: 


Seether Conditions. frequent storm periods, about normal temperatures, 
precipitation ana snowfall were recorded during December. At Mammoth 5 days 
were clear, 5 partly sloudy and 18 sleady. Total precipitetion at this stetion 
was 1.11 inches as sompared to .53 inch in 1943, 34 inch im 1944, and 1.15 
inches in 1945. The waximwe texperature was 4),° on the 3rd end «a minima temper- 
ature of -12° was recorded on the 17th. A maximum snow depth of 4 inches was 
recorded at Samoth on the 20th, but this had been reduced to 4 inches by the 
end of the sonth. 


moor sed Activities. Superintendent <ogers ms away froes the vark 211 during 
the m= om assignment to the Branch cf Concessions in the Uirector's Office. 

On Dee. 1 he left Chicago for sashington, 4. ©., to attend the “‘estern Conference 
of National Perk Comcessioners held Gee. 3-ij. nm bee. 6 he left “ashington for 
Rew York, leaving on the Sth for return to Chicago. He left Chicage for Denver 
on Dee. 15, where he was on ammual leave through the end of the monthe 


On Dec. 5 we received notice of aperoval of transfer aad promotion for 
Chief Hanger Barrows to the cosition of forester, P-4, Kegion Iwo office. on 
Bee. 10, notice of approval of transfer of District Xenger “ugh 5. sbvert to Blue 
Ridge Farkeay was received. these transfers will be effective sarly in January. 


Mrs. Agnes & ‘elch entered on duty as Clerk-Stenographer, Car-35, Dec. 23, 
by transfer from the Casper sent Control Office, o.feie, Casper, “yoming. Urse 
Beloh had previously been employed in the fark from “areh to September 1938. 


David %. Fiersen was promoted from duffalo Herder, CC-6, to the same, CPC-7, 
effective becember 15, 1246. 


Asst. Supt. Johnston, Chief Sanger Sarrows, and asst. to Supt. Joffe attended 
the Dec. 10 meeting of the Gardiner Commercial Club where several matters affecting 
the Park were discussed. 


Qn Bee. 12, James Urquhart, forest Supervisor, Gallatin Setionel Forest, and 
Foresters Dwinelle, Sedmom, and fahnestock, also of the Gallatin National forest, 
were in for discussion of location of the Xontana Power Line through Yankee Jim 
Canyon. Montana Fower Conpany has purchased the light plant in Gerdimer and will 
furnish power for that communitye 
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On Dee. ly-15, Chief tanger Barrows, Chief Naturalist Condon, and Asst. 
Chief Ranger Skinner attended the annual Montane Sildlife Fedsration mgeting in 
Helena, Montana, where recommendations for legislative action and other natters 
of particular concern to Yellowstone and Glacier National Parks were brought up 
for discussion and action. 


On Dee. 19, Asst. Supt. Johnston, Chief Zanger Barrows, Asst. Chief Kanger 
Skinner, Chief Naturalist Condon, and Asst. to Supt. Joffe attended a meeting of 
the Park County Kod and Gun Club, Livingston, Mortana. Ur. Condon showed a motion 
picture on wildlife and gave 4 talk before the audience of © persons. 


Resident Landscape Architect attson was in tha Ragion Two Offices from 
Deo. 2-15 discussing revision of the Yollowstons Master Plan. 


The President declared a half holiday in the afternoon of Decembar 24. 
Yellowstone employees were excused at noon, and the few who had to work raceived 


On December 31, 1946, President Truman issued Proclamation No. 2714 
proclaiming the cessation of hostilities of Yorld far II. 


Inspections. Fred ¢. Bussey, Chief Clark, Glacier National Park, left 
Yellowstone for return to Glacier December 3. 


General Publicity. % Dee. 5, a press release was usiled to newspapers in 
neighboring states covering the arrest of three poachers who killed an elk in 
Gallatin section near the highway on Dec. l. 


The holiday issue of Nature Notes was mailed to a list of 404 names on 
December il-i2. 


Road and Trail “aintenance. Snow clowing on the Gardiner to Cooke road was 
almost a continuous operation, most of the work being needed between the Lamar 
ranger station and Cooke. Snow depths inthat area is between 30 and 36 inches 
All plowing to date on this section has been with the push type plows. Roads 
in the Mamncth area sere sanded several times because of icy conditions. 


A small crew of 4 to 6 men under foreman Peter Horwick rebuilt the small 
log bridge over Glen Creek on the Bunsen Peak loop road. ‘hen not working on 
the bridge they were peeling logs for guard rail. This same crew is also working 
on the Oval Hot Springs jeb under ilajor Hepair and Sehabiliteation program. 


The road from Mawnoth to “est Ysllowstome was plowed out the first part 
of the month in order to haul in some bridge plank purchased fron a saw mill at 
West Yellowstone. 


Road equipment received during the month was one new juickway truck 
shovel. 
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Sew Construction. Construction work on projects 401.2, 401.3 and 4ol.4, 
all temporary houses, at Mammoth, continued throughout the month, scmexhat 
hampered by cold weather. Foundations are complete for all three buildings, the 
cutside walls up on all three, and the roof in place on two with the exception 
of shingles. 


MAJCR REPAIR AUD HGHABILITATION PHOGRAM. ork continues on project No. 
103-2, Renovation of Museum Specimens. ‘iork was also started on project No. 207-15, 
Grounds at Mammoth. the work umer this project covers the removal of ths tennis 
court at Opal Hot Spring and the building of a dixe and walk. Work was also 
started on project No. 201-23, School and Community Building, Mammoth. 


Concessionsers. Sr. J. &. Haynes, President, Haynes, Inc., was in the Park 
on December 6. 


Interpretive services. The only program presented during the month was 
the presentation of a motion picture (1200 ft. colored) on wildlife and a discus- 
sion of Yellowstone wildlife by Park Naturalist Condon to the Livingston Kod and 
Gan Club on Dee.19. There wers 6&2 rersons in attendance. 


Museum Activities and uxhibits. ‘fork continued on cleaning of the museum 
eases at Saamoth suseum and cleaning and renovation of wayside exhibits brought 
in from out in the Park. 


A careful review was made of signe nesded to properly label features and to 
present to the public proper information on certain outstanding phenomena. After 
making this review «a detalied list cf signs needed and the textual matter to go 
on them was prepared. these signs are now being placed on order by the Pack 
Gngineer. 


Five copies of the “History of Yellowstone National Park" by James i. 
Hemilton were returned fren the Vieter Sookbinding Company at the end of the 
month and will be sent to the proper recipients of these ccpies soon. 4 large 
shipment of periodicals, by volumes, were gcnt te the Dieter Bookbinding Company 
for binding and return to the Yellowstone Library. 


Research and Ubservation. Flans are progressing for research work on moose 
to be done by former pars ranger naturalist John weiillan. DQuring the month 
papers were submitted for his eppointment as a research collaborator with the 
National Park Service. It is anticipated that this appointment will be aprroved 
and we can render considerable aid to “Ar. weMillan in his research work. 


Ome red fox,found dead by District Ranger ttudolf Grimm under U. 5. Commis- 
sioner Wileox's front porch, was brought to the museum and skinned by Park 
Katuralist Brodrick. The fox apparantly died of starvation since it was ina 
very poor condition and its digestive tract was entirely devoid of food. It is 
possible that we may have this skin prepared as a mount. 


. 


reer aveel et; co Myow aoldemriteacd | sroldound aso wet 

ct duedyseaid beawitepo ,ddomnisi te . Sern 2) 
$e"? etelames avs seo ideiavel  .1edinew bloo yd 

cavose conte af tooe est Sore seer. iis 10 Ob elinw » 


wolpida so 


re itor ven , aA MOTPATI Jasna - HA aacaa isan. 
ei a : oala saw e109 .enemleegs mueus to od ae SCL 


SYGESO toate oruy peed iano anew — 


aniant fegmeeic mergogy viac eff oebewa: vitor 
fix ge ibevoloe wo COS{} eisesia neFiou # To golda 
02 seban) dellsisted duel yd ot ribliw éunitunl ey 
-sorebre iva ni angares = etree wnt . goat we 


Nay 
4 te 


megenn etd to uiisaels ne bewmbines wre sedidiced Pegs seldivides s bas 
‘ites abigyes te noldtecone bas ) gatareyte bela “tne @ 


Figsoed adic. 


o¢ bet seveeme? iedel ylieqcde co Sebees engin to ohen asw 
yedtz .anacomede yalbredeceo atedses so solvamvoint “egos si ie eng 

C4 oS tao dor i sitdend eid tos bebeen angie te detl belistes wetvet: sep 
 ¥ia% edd yd tebe ae besale gaied won ose angle anata shoragerg an S 


_ a sty £ ‘ey 
“iil “S$ _ 
onal yd “see lanoited sacdewollel a yrudeli” edt te aelccs ev 
& de Yaeqeod gai triddenk vedels gid amet bonweter etew 

sa% geod gaurd Yo atusigisat regety ad?-o#8 tous od EE. 
fei elioé dove exew .sexiot yd , al sotholaeg. to 
wretdia esogenod fat — ad Sensxgsunte — aad 


pat lee 


w dotaesen tol atineetgesg eta saalt 
wWeovieei .aalli®es adel daiiexmdésn Par 
ay 


aisi dalé be dag lodies el: #3" 
nedlinesh. .t o¢ bis eldeebienso > yelae 


soe of Life guerwmiogge 


: ee i ap 
oP ni age ape} 
et Eee SOCeoeay 22h 


sodercdsiion dowseest « sa themtaioges sid 307 
; # 
wy 


efeme? .o 62 sehen six art bis! sepmed taindesa Ye Baws’ beset xo? 
Sqat yd heute fre mee edd o@ digeced aa ioreg: hort ; 
2al saw ¢: stale meltevrasés ng beib ylinetsqqe xo%t odf .deiab 
ei #3 .boot de bieveb eins mies ia a isiud desiorrage! biel bas sot 


2) be 

: a oA 
> 
a: 


Increase or Decrease in Travel. During the aonth of December travel was 
possible only over tne road between the north and northeast sntrencas, which 
is kept open all winter. A total of 3035 visiters entered the oark in 138 
vehicles as compared to |i79 visitors in 156 vehicles for the same month last 


year. 


Ranger Service. *atrol activities were continued throughout December on 
the same basis as during the month of November. The open elk season in Wontana 
areas adjacent to the north boundary continue to require regular patrols. 
Trarping season in areas aijjoining the remote Thorofare area closed on December 
20 and the two rangers assigned to patrol this area on skis completed their 
assignment and reperted to perk headquarters. ight patrols in the Gallatin area 
and on the read through Game Kanch area were continued throughout the month. 
Rangers completed repairs on the Geme Ranch elk trap and constructsd a new feed 
rack for horses at Tower falls Hanger Stetion. 


Peliece Protection. ne case, w#ilch involved the killing of an 91k inside 
the park near Biack Butte Creek in the Gallatin area was prasented before the U.S. 
Commissioner. The three defendants pleaded guilty and were sentenced to serve 
100 hours in jail and pay a fine of 4150 each. No more poaching in the Gellatin 
area has occurred since these men were apprehended. 


Wildlife and Fish Cultural Activities. BUFFALO. In accordance with plans 
being worked out in cooperation with the Fish and “ildlife Service, it is planned 
to capture as many buffale as sossible in the Lamar Valley area sometime in 
February for vaccination of calves and testing of cthers in connection with vatho- 
logical studies pertaining to brucellosis infection. 


BLE. Northern Area. Through Sec. 28 a total of 215 elk had been reported 
taken by hunters and checked through the “anigan Checking Steatien. This does not 
include the early season kill in the sllroaring to Sooke area which has not yet 
been reported. 


Im accordance with a reequmendation of the Absaroka Conservation Committee, 
a large area north of the park, extending some five or six miles from Pole Cresk 
near Jardine to Bassett Creek near Corwin, was temporarily closed to big game 
hunting by the State Fish and Game Comaission on Kevember 16 for the purposes of 
encouraging elk migration from the park. Sy the end of December there were some 
§00 elk in this area and representatives of the Fational Park Service and U. 5. 
Forest Service, serving on a special four-man committee to determine when suffi- 
ecient migration had occurred te warrant opening of the arsa to hunting, urged 
that the area be opened. The two other menbers of this comnittee, representing 
the Absaroka Conservation Committee and the State Fish and Geme Comnission, were 
holding out at close of the month for no opening of the season. Just what will 
result frem this deadlock is problematical, but it is hoped thet sone early deci- 
sion in the matter can be reached. 


First eonsiderable drift of elk out of the park occurred during the night 
eof Decenber 29 with our first extended period of sub-zero temperatures. Small 
migrations were continuing to close of the periad. 
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Geailatin areas Upon recommendation of the Gallatin Conservation Committse 
last spring, the State Fish and Game Commission had set a quota of 4.00 alk to be 
removed fron this area by hunting. Daily kills, however, became so great after 
Setober 25 that a total kill of G87, with an estimate of 70 which subsequently 
died of gun-shot wounds, cr a total reduction cf 957, oceurred before the season 
could be closed on Jovember £. Although some local sportsmen in Gallatin County 
look upon this season's kill as a calamity, from the Kational Fark Service and 
Ue. 3. Porest Service scints of view such a reduction was indicated. Gur reeon- 
wendation last spring was for reduction of 7UO te 300 head. Most members of the 
Gallatin Conservation Comuittee generally agreed that such reduction was desir- 
able but felt that the figure of 400 should be set "baeause it would be greatly 
exceeded anyway befors the season could bs clesed." 


; PRONGHORE. A group of five or six men connected with wildlife restoration 
work for the State of Hontens are expected tc arrive in the parc during the early 
part of Jamary to assist in setting up a portable trap in the area between 
Gardiner and Keass Creek. ‘hen this trap has been set up and conditions appear 
favorable, an attexzpt will be made to trap as many of the surplus vronghorn or 
antelope as possible this winter for transplanting in various araas of Yontana. 


Porest Fire Protection. ‘“ Dec. 3, Asst. Chief Hanger Chapman, Asst. Supt. 
Johnston, forenan-"eechanic ciller, District Ranger sbert, and Truck Driver Winkle 
went to Ogden, Utah to chtain and bring back to Yellowstone three fire trucks 
and some other surplus equipment. An atteapt was also mde while on this trip 
te determine the availability of necessary aecessoriss for the fire pumps with 
whieh the trucks are squipped. It was impossible to obtain any of these items 
at the depot. 


On Dec. 11, we received 5,000 feet of 15" C.J.Rk.L. hoses to equip the new 
fire trucks. This hese was secured through reguler channels from the ‘ar Assets 
Administration. 


In the office work was accomplished cn manual revisions, the Step-up plan, 
and fire control aide training plans. Property cards for all forest fire fighting 
property were assembled, filed and indexed. 


Trails. The annual trail report covering trail work accomplished and 
expenditures mede during the past calendar ysar on this work was written ani sub- 
mitted to the Park sngineer. 


Accidents. One motor vehicle accident was reported during the month. This 
aceident, wileon wae not cf a serious nature, occurred on the highway between 
Hammoth and the North dntrance. 


Miscellaneous. n December 3, a used piano was obtained for Mammoth Chapel, 
the gift of Yr. ana kre. Tom Lajuennesse, Kanager of the Murray Hotel, Livingston, 
Mont ana. 
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The regular monthly meeting of Local 465, National federation of Federal 
Eaployees, wae held Uecember 9, in the Canteen. 


The Kamacth school children presented a fine Christmas program at the 
Canteen on December 20. After the program Santa arrived with treats for all 
the boys and girle, including fruit, candy, popcorn and auts in callophane 
bags. Pryor Stores contributed fruit and pepsorn for 75 children while Local 
465, N.F.F.R., furnished candy and nuts, alse new Christmas tree decorations. 
Incidentally, Santa Claus also surprised Harry Trischman with o fine fishing 
red, a retiresent present from his fellow eupleyses. The Christmas Committee 
_ this year consisted of Urs. Vi Roylance, Chairman, irs. Lois Shorey, Mrs. “ilma 
Haines, Mr. Roland Nethercott, and Mr. Silliana froper. Christmas dve the 
young folk of the community sang earola fron door to door. 


A son, James Arnold, waa born to Saintenanceman and Mrs. Arnold Quist at 


Park Hospital, Livingston, Hontana, on Lecamber 23. Mrs. juist was formerly 
our Accounting Clerk. 


Fred T. Johnston, 
Aeting Superintendent. 
In quintuple. 
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